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 French Revolution Questions 

Note to students:  In June, 1791 all members of the National Assembly would be familiar with what had transpired the previous two years.  The history given in the gamebook and Hibbert’s prologue is essential reading for any student playing this game; conversely, those students who do not know what transpired previously will be at a severe disadvantage.  History matters.  The following questions will help guide you through these text.

1.  Clothing had symbolic meanings in 18th-century France. Guild members wore distinctive clothing, as did noblemen and Catholic clergy. When the three Estates were called to meet at Versailles in May, 1789, the Third Estate—the commons—were humiliated because they were obliged to wear costumes whose cloth was 

a)  drab brown 

b)  somber black
c)  flaming pink

d)  all of the above

2  The “Estates-General” consisted of corporate entities, each of which would choose representatives to send to Versailles in response to King Louis XVI’s call.  Which of the following was NOT one of the three estates:

a)  the Clergy

b)  Nobility

c)  the Guilds and Municipalities
d)  the Commons 

3.  In May, 1789 the commoners, when first informed that on certain matters the Three Estates would vote separately, refused to present their credentials—the papers showing that they had indeed been elected to represent their region.  The commoners were angered by the “separate vote” provision chiefly because

a)  they didn’t want to be excluded from meeting with the Nobility

b) they believed that King Louis XVI, by keeping the estates separate, would prevent all groups in the nation from coming together against him

c)  they did not want each of the three estates to cast a single, “separate” vote, because this meant that the main bulwarks of the ancient regime—the clergy and nobility—could always outvote the Commons, two votes to one
d) all of the above 

4.  The Count de Mirabeau, a prominent nobleman, represented the Commons because

a) he was also a member of the Clergy, and thus could stand for any estate that he wished

b) the King had wanted to weaken the Commons by including nobility among its members

c)  the nobility of Aix-en-Provence did not elect him to represent them so he ran as a commoner
d) all of the above

5.  On June 17, 1789 the commoners, joined by some ecclesiastics (representatives of the Catholic Church), declared themselves to be

a)  the most representative of all of the estates, consisting of “at least 96% of the nation,” and thus the estate that should have more votes than the others
b)  the National Assembly, the sole legislative body of the nation; the other estates were merely advisory

c)  the National Assembly; the other estates were now null and void
d)  in compliance with the traditions and laws of the French nation

6.  The “Tennis Court Oath” of June 23, 1789 is significant because

a)  it marked the elevation of an elite pastime into a bigtime sporting event

b)  it committed the “National Assembly,” grown fat from too many French sauces and too much bread, to getting into shape

c)  it committed the “National Assembly” to favoring that sport over wine-drinking as the French national pastime

d)  it committed the “National Assembly” to drafting a constitution in opposition to the King
7.  Louis XVI responded to the “Tennis Court Oath” by

a)  diverting himself from the crisis by hunting and playing with his locks, a favorite amusement; 

b)  insisting that “the ancient distinction of the three orders of the state [be] maintained in its entirety”

c)  secretly summoning 20,000 soldiers, most of them Swiss and German mercenaries, to come to Versailles and Paris to put down the insurrection of the commoners

d)  all of the above
8.  Which of the following supported the King in his wish to suppress the National Assembly?  

a)  the Count of Mirabeau

b)  Maximilien Robespierre

c)  Louis Philippe, the Duke of Orleans

d)  the Count of Artois, younger brother of the King
9.  The suppression of the National Assembly failed because

a)  the electors of Paris, who had chosen the deputies for the Third Estate for Paris, reconvened, organized a new municipal government, and formed a “civic guard” to maintain order

b)  contingents of the French Guard, the traditional French army, sided with the electors and people of Paris against the King’s mercenaries

c)  the French Guard in Paris, augmented by the mob, seized the Bastille (July 14, 1789)

d)  all of the above
10.  All but ONE of the following occurred in the wake of the fall of the Bastille.  Which did NOT happen?

a)  the National Assembly renamed the French Guard the National Guard, with Lafayette as its commander

b)  King Louis XVI capitulated, ordering the mercenary troops to withdraw from Versailles and accepting the new municipal government of Paris

c)  the count of Artois and other members of the “court party” accepted the futility of resistance to the National Assembly and decided to accept its authority
d)  the King placed a red, white, and blue cockade—a ribbon symbolic of the revolution—onto his hat

11.  The “Great Fear” refers to violent upheavals in rural France precipitated by fear that

a)  hungry mobs in the cities would ravage the countryside, looting fields and livestock

b)  royalist intriguers were manipulating grain prices to starve the poor people of France and thereby end the revolution

c)  nobility in the countryside, in alliance with the court party and émigré nobles, were planning to slaughter the peasantry

d)  all of the above
12.  A writer declared that on August 4th, 1789, (Fourth of August Decrees) “the Old Regime came to an end”.  What supports this proposition:
a) the National Assembly overthrew the monarchy 

b)  the National Assembly, including wealthy noblemen, renounced their self-interested claims to feudal rights and asserted the equality of all Frenchmen as citizens, subject to one law
c)  the National Assembly, including wealthy noblemen, put Louis XVI on trial;

d)  all of the above.

13.  On September 10, 1789, the National Assembly voted, by a majority of 800, in favor of a unicameral legislature instead of a bicameral legislature (two houses, like the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States).  Three of the following statements are true.  Which is false?

a)   A unicameral legislature was regarded as more radical, because it would not divide the legislature

b)  Jacobins and impoverished priests endorsed the unicameral legislature 
 c)   Barnave and Lafayette endorsed the bicameral legislature 

d)   The king supported a unicameral legislature because he feared that two legislative bodies would be twice as difficult to manipulate as would a single body
14.  On September 11, 1789 the National Assembly voted in favor of giving the monarch

a)  no veto over legislation whatsoever, thereby ensuring that the will of the people, as expressed in the legislature, would prevail 

b)  an absolute veto over legislation, allowing him to veto any laws passed by the legislative branch

c)  a suspensive veto, allowing him to veto legislation, but only for a set period of time, after which the veto would expire and the legislation would become law
d)  an absolute veto, but one that did not apply to the constitution itself

15.  In response to the actions of the National Assembly in August and September, 1789, the King 

a)  took no action on any of the measures and said nothing, preferring instead to bide his time

b)  refused to give his sanction to any of these measures

c)  accepted only the August Decrees and called on his mercenary armies to converge upon Versailles and Paris
d) none of the above – also declaration of rights of man
16.  The “October Days” of 1789 were significant in that

a)  they demonstrated the coercive power of outraged women

b)  enhanced Lafayette’s influence

c)  brought the king to Paris, far from the soldiers who offered him protection

d) all of the above
17. Mirabeau was long the most commanding figure in the National Assembly, partly because he was the first of the members of the Assembly

a)  to denounce the King
b)  to speak without a prepared manuscript

c)  to denounce the Jacobins

d)  to refrain from wearing a wig

18.  Apart from the National Assembly, the two major new institutions in France after the fall of the Bastille were the National Guard and popularly elected 

a) guilds 

b) municipal governments
c) judiciary

d) women’s clubs

19.  The following “clubs” are linked to their proper cause and leaders except

a)  radical revolution—Cordelier Club (Danton, Desmoulins)

b)  freedom for slaves in French colonies—Les Amis des Noirs (Friends of the Blacks—Brissot)

c)  restoration of feudal rights and dues—Jacobin Club (Robespierre)
d)  defense of the monarchy—Amis de la Constitution Monarchique (Abbé Maury)

20.  On the first anniversary of the fall of the Bastille, the National Assembly held an enormous festival in Paris, at which some 200,000 people repeated an oath swearing “to be faithful forever to the nation, the law and the king, and”

a)   “to maintain the constitution decreed by the National Assembly”

b)   “to maintain the constitution accepted by the king” 

c)   “to maintain the constitution decreed by the National Assembly and accepted by the king”
d)   “to follow the general will of the French people”

21.  The Constitution of 1791 is something of a misnomer in that

a)   the Constitution, lacking the approval of the monarch, was not a legal document

b)   some of  the provisions of the Constitution had been approved by the Assembly in 1789 and 1790
c)   the Constitution, which included the Declaration of the Rights of Man, was more of a philosophical primer than a blueprint for a government
d)  the Constitution lacked a system of checks and balances

22.  Article 10 of the Declaration of the Rights of Man 

a)  suppressed the public practice of Catholicism

b) assured freedom of religious expression

c)  allowed freedom of religion provided it did not “derange the public order”
d)  all of the above

23.  By asserting that “law is the expression of the general will,” Article 6 shows the influence of 

a)  Rousseau
b)  Burke

c)   Locke

d)   “The Federalist Papers” in defense of the U.S. Constitution

24.  The Declaration of the Rights of Man, which held that all men were “equal in rights,” was appended to the Constitution of 1791, which distinguished between “active” and “passive” citizens.  Which of the following statements is NOT true

a)  “active citizens” were over age 25 and were required to pay an annual tax equal to a laborer’s for three days

b)  “passive citizens” could not vote or serve in the National Guard

c)  all “active citizens” were eligible to be elected to the National Assembly
d)  “active citizens” could serve in the National Guard

25.  According to the Constitution of 1791, the king could do all of the following rights EXCEPT:

a)  veto legislation, for a time, of which he disapproved

b)  serve as commander of the army and navy (provided that he refrained from stationing troops within thirty miles of the National Assembly)
c)  name key government ministers 

d)  control the budget and supervise financial matters

26.  After 1789, the chief change in the administration of the army was that

a)  it was deemed a threat to the National Assembly, and thus to the French people, and thus was disbanded

b)  soldiers elected their own officers, except for the highest generals, who were appointed by the king

c)  the pay of soldiers was lowered in consequence of the financial crisis

d) soldiers wore a uniform of red, white and blue, the colors of the revolution
27.  The National Assembly solved the problem of the debt chiefly by

a)  selling church land
b)  confiscating the land of émigré noblemen

c)  selling valuable French possessions in the New World, especially the slave colonies in the Caribbean

d)  insisting that the United States make good on its debts to France during the American Revolution

28.  The Civil Constitution of the Clergy provided that

a)  monks and nuns leave the monastic orders, which were abolished

b)  priests be elected by the voters of the district in which their church was located

c)  priests and bishops be paid by the state, and were obliged to take an oath of allegiance to the Constitution
d)  all of the above
29. Which of the following statements about the Civil Constitution of the Clergy is FALSE

a)  Louis XVI refused to accept the requirement that priests be obliged to swear allegiance to the Constitution
b)  About half of the priests swore allegiance to the Constitution

c)  Pope Pius VI condemned the Civil Constitution 

d)  the debate over the Civil Constitution deeply divided many French

30.  All but one of the following sought to crush the revolution and restore the Old Regime.  Which one did NOT oppose the Revolution?

a)  the Comte d’Artois (the Count of Artois) the youngest brother of the King

b)  the Comte de Provence (the Count of Provence), a younger brother of the King

c)  Marie Antoinette

d)  the Duke of Orleans
